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Section A — Grammar , , -
For each question from 1 to 10, four options are given. One of them is the carrect answer.
Make your choice (1,2, 3 or 4) and shade your answer on the Optical Answer Sheet. (10 marks)

1

John, that his parents were not at home when he returned after school,

immediately started playing online games with his friends.
(1) realised

(2) realising
(3) had realised
(4) was realising

Mrs Tan has | reason to worry about her children now that they are all

grown up and have started working.

() few

(2) little

(3) much

(4) many

Old Mr Lim shared with us how he would just watch his classmates in
the school field during recess every day as he was foo shy to join them.

(1) play

(2) plays

(3) played

(4) playing

“Could Devi home without her wallet?” Mrs Raj wondered 'wh;ilfe

staring at the familiar-looking wallet on the dining table.

| (1) left

(2) leave
(3) had left
(4) have left

When Siti and her family first migrated to Australia, they had difficulty adapting
the way of life there.

(1) in
2 to
(3) for
(4) with
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“She hardly snacks between meals, __ | 7 asked Sally.

(1) hasshe
(2) doesshe
(3) hasn’tshe
(4) doesn’tshe

The packet of assorted biscuits by my brothér last week.

(1) was bought

(2) were bought

(3) has been bought
(4) have been bought

* it is natural to feel upset when you do not meet the targets you ‘have
set for yourself, do not ever give up,” our form teacher advised us. '
(1)  While

(2) Unless

(3) However
(4) Moreover

The numbér of scam cases’reported currently on the rise.
(1) is

2) are

(3)- was

(4) were

Mrs Chen and her family decided to take advantage the good weather
by going to the beach for a picnic.

(1) of

(2) on

(3) by

(4) from
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Section B - Vocabulary : :
For each question from 11 to 15, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer
Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4) and shade your answer on the:Optical Answer Sheet.

(5 marks)
11 All schools must follow the country’s curriculum to ensure students
are prepared for the national examinations. ‘ '
(1) elected
(2) installed
(3) appointed
(4) prescribed
12 ... As Tania had come in last in the trials, | was when she told me that
- she stood a chance at winning the next race. '
(1) hesitant
(2) sceptical
(3) undecided
(4) suspicious
13 The defendant was eventually of all charges as there was insufficient
evidence to prove guilt.
(1) liberated
(2) released
(3) acquitted
(4) relinquished
14  Sarah glared at her brother when he refused to return her diary to
her.
(1) severely
(2) grievously
(3) menacingly
(4) precariously
16  The students the performance for Teachers’ Day despite the lack of

practice due to their busy schedules.

(1) drewup
(2) gotover
(3) pulled off

(4) put across
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Sectlon C — Vocabulary Cloze
For each question from 16 to 20, choose the word closest in meamng to the underlmed word(s)

Shade your answer (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optlcal Answer Sheet ~ (5 marks)

Dolphins are small-toothed mammals. They are easily recognisable by thelr curved

mouths, which give them a germanent “smile”. Most dolphins live in the ocean or bracklsh
| (16)
| waters along coastlines, though there are a few spemes that hve in freshwater sfreams and |

rivers. Dolphins feed chiefly on fish and squid which they track using echolocatton a built-in
(17)
sonar that bounces sound waves off prey and reveals information like its locatlon size and’
(18)
shape.

Living in pods that can number a dozen or more, dolphins are intensely social |
(19)

mammals that co_mmunicate with squeaks, whistles and clicks. They are graceful swimmers
that can reach speéds of more than 18 miles an hour. They are also playful and often frolic in |

| (20)
a boat's wake, leaping out of the water — possibly for fun, to communicate, or to even shed '

peéky' parasites.

Adapted fram https://www.nationalgeographic.cam/animals/mammalsﬁacts/ddlphins '

16 (1) stable
(2) durable
3) recurring
4) perpetual

17 (1)  typically
(2) regularly
(3)  substantially
(4) predominantly

18 (1) admits
(2) declares
3) discloses
4) confesses

19 (1) obviously
2) extremely
3 noticeably
(4) seemingly

20 (1) attain
(2) access
(3) manage
(4) accomplish
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Section D ~ Visual Text Comprehension
Study this article from a magazme Youth Vibes, and then answer questtons 21 to 28.

Outdoor Adventures:
Good Safety Tips

by James Liew
18 August 2023

If you do not have any plans for the school holidays, you may
_ want to consider embarking on an outdoor adventure. How
about doing some hiking in a forest? Or perhaps going on a
camping trip with your family or friends? Such activities offer
you excellent opportunities to have fun and get close to
nature at the same time, but safety needs to be your number
one priority. Whatever you do, make sure you pick up
essentiar survival skills and pack wisely before setting off.

Unexpected things can sometlmes happen in the great outdoors. Since you can
never anticipate exactly what might go wrong, carrying a survival kit in your. pocket
is always worthwhile. Let’s take a look at how we can find ways to utilise every tiny
bit of space inside a small, lightweight and waterproof container and include as many

useful everyday items as possiblel!

How to assemble a personal survival kit:

@

Find a pocket-sized plastic or metal container.

Cut out the rough strip at the side of a matchbox. Bundle the
strip and a few matches together in plastic wrap to keep them

dry. : N
Snap a pencil in two, making sure one of the pieces can fit into
your container. Sharpen both ends of that piece.

Cut plastic straws into pieces that can fit into your container and
tape up one end of each piece. After filling each handmade mini
tube with small amounts of liquid, especially hand sanitiser and
antiseptic cream, tape up the other end.

Find some plasters of different sizes.

Fold a few large sheets of aluminium foil into small pieces. '
Place the above basic items inside your container first. Estimate how much space

you have left, then think of other items that might come in handy and fit as many
as possible into your personal survival kit!
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| Camp Leap is back by popular demand! Organised by Team Leap, this outdoor
| adventure camp will cater for up to 100 participants this year — the largest number |
| thus far! Visit www.teamleap.sg by 15 November 2023 to register and pay the fee |
| online. Registration will close early if all places are filled, so leap into action to avoid '
| disappointment!

Safety Precautions
| v First aid kits will be readily available, and instructors are trained to deal with

emergencies. However, take note that they are not allowed to administer
i medication. '

' v Participants must declare all medical conditions during registration. Those with
medical conditions may be asked to sit out strenuous camp activities.

e
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For each question from 21 to 28, four opfions are given. One of them is the correct answer.
Make your choice (1, 2, 3 or 4) and shade your answer on the Optical Answer Sheet.

21

22

23

24

(8 marks)

The purpose of the questions in the first paragraph is to

(1)  tell readers about hiking and camping

(2) let readers know what the article is about

(3) give readers suggestions for outdoor adventures

(4)  ask readers about their plans for the school holidays

If you are considering embarking on an outdoor adventure, the phrase “number ane
priority” in the first paragraph tells you that safety is

(1) something that requires urgent attentlon

(2)y  the only important thing that deserves attention
(3)  at the top of the list of things that need attention
(4)  one of the things you may want to pay attention to

According to the article, at is lmportant to carry survival kits in the great outdoors
because we

(1)  can bring along useful everyday items

(2) can foresee problems and prepare for them

(3) must make full use of the space in the containers
(4) must prepare ourselves for unexpected situations

According to the instructions on assembling a personal survrva[ kit, which of the
following items should be placed inside such a kit?

(1)  abox of matches

(2) a metal container

(3) some rubber bands
(4) some antiseptic cream
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26

27

28

When assembling a personal survival kit, we should __

(1)

@)
(3)
(4)

g

pack the basic items into the container last

try to make use of all the space inside the container

measure how much space is available in the container

choose a container that can hold all the items we want to include

Which statement is not true about Camp Leap?

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Up to 100 children can participate in it every year.

Registration may close before the stated deadline.

There is a minimum age requirement for the camp. :
Participants who sign up for the camp by 31 Qctober 2023 will enjoy a
discount on the registration fee.

The organiser will take all the following safety precautians during Camp Leap

except
‘(1) ensure that first aid kits are always on hand

(2)  prohibit instructors from administering medication

(8)  request that participants declare all their medical conditions

(4)  exclude participants with medxcal conditions from strenuous camp acthtres

What is the main purpose of the article?

(1)
@
3
@

to attract readers to sign up for an outdoor adventure camp
to emphasise the importance of following safety precautions

to share tips on how to select items for a personal survival kit

to offer readers advice on‘safety when embarking on outdoor adventures

(Go on to Booklet B)

Please note that the passage for Comprehension questions 71 to 80 in Booklet B is
on the next page. You may now go on to Booklet B.
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Sectioﬁ | - Open-Ended Comprehension | , )
Read the passage below and answer questions 71 to 80. (20 marks)

“‘What? We're moving agai‘n?"'f asked in disbelief after hearing my mothers “news". “Pm
only in fifth grade, and this is my fourth school! I've just finally made some friends!” I ran into my
room, threw myself on the bed and cried.

' made friends, and it always took a while for the new students fo be included. My first day at
Lakewood School was tough. Even though my teacher, Mrs Brennan, had introduced me tomy
 classmates, nobody ate lunch with me or said hi aft recess. [ sat alone, watching everyone at
the playground. | noticed that everybody wore nice clothes and shoes, far nicer than my
- hand-me-down dress and shoes that were ripping near my toes. | told myself that everyone at
the school was rich and arrogant, so | did not care about being friends with them anyway. .

to birthday parties, to school. | wanted the other girs to notice me and to want to be friends with
me. I looked in the mirror and decided to add one last touch for good measure. | slipped into my.
mother’s bedroom, opened her jewellery box, and tock out an expensive, beautiful bracelet that

confident enough to start a conversation with anyone in school.

the morning recess, | marched right up to a group of girls from my class and said hello. As |

wearing. “So what are you girls talking about?” | asked. “Just about riding our horses last
weekend,” one of the girls, Tammy, replied. “I was right! They are rich!” | thought to myself. “I
have a horse t00,” | suddenly blurted out. I could not believe that | had told such an oufright lie.
“Well, too late now,” | muttered under my breath. | told the girls about Rocky, a horse that actually

believing the lie myself.

When recess was over, we headed back to class. “Do you want to join us for lunch?” my

so quickly. | glanced down fo admire my beautiful bracelet that had surely impressed the rich
girls. “Oh no!” I heard myself gasping aloud. The bracelet was gone! “Is something wrong,
Karen?” Mrs Brennan asked. | burst out crying, and everyone turned to stare. | did not know if |
was more upset about losing the beloved bracelet or fearing my mother’s reaction after she
learned what | had done. "I... | fost my bracelet,” | stammered. It must have fallen off during
recess.” :

I was so visibly shaken that Mrs Brennan took sympathy on me. She made a call on her
phone and a few minutes later, the secretary’s voice boomed over the school's loudspeakers,
“Someone lost a very special bracelet this morning. Mrs Brennan has a ‘Good Citizen’ award
for the student who finds it.” Hearing this, | felt relieved that my prized possession would certainly
be found. At noon, | joined the other girls for lunch in the canteen. After that, we raced outside
and started hunting. Within twenty minutes, it seemed that all 300 students in the school wers ]
helping me to look for the bracelet, searching the hallways, the playground and even the girls’
toilets. | kept glancing around nervously, waiting for someone to yell “I've found it!” but by the
time the school bell rang, alerting everyone to return to their classrooms, the bracelet was still

| started at the new school in March. Starting at a new school at»thé start of the year was |
 bad enough, but starting during the school year was worse. By then, everyone had already |-

The next morning, | decide’d to_ wear my best dress and shoes — the ones [ usually wore |

she had promised to give'me when | was older. | looked in the mirror again, smiled and felt |

As [ walked into my classroom, I held my head high, believing that everyone was thinking |
about how pretty | looked with the bracelet. Instead of sitting on the steps by myself again during |

infroduced myself, | played with my hair so they would notice the beautiful bracelet | was |

belonged to a family friend. | became so caught up in describing ‘my” horse that | almost started |

classmate, Jess, asked with a smile. “Sure!” | answered, thrilled that | had found a way to fitin |

missing. | sat at my desk, fighting back the tears. | developed a horrible feeling that someone |
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had secretly picked it up and decided to keep it. After all, lt was the most beauttful bracelet in|

the world and obvxously worth much more than some ‘Good szen award

Durmg the afternoon recess, the bracelet was stlll nowhere to be found. Trymg not to cry,
I put my hands over my face. Tammy, Jess and a few other girls gathered around me, and they
promised to help me look for the bracelet again the next day. “Thanks, everyone. You are so
nice,” | said, forcing a smile. “It's just that | shouldn’t even have wormn the bracelet this morning.

It belongs to my mother.” Then, without knowing why, | suddenly added, “"And I'm sorry I lied to |

you girls this morning. 've never owned a horse. Rocky belongs to' my mother’s friend. | told.

| you that so you would like me. | even wore my best clothes taday so | would fit in better.” “That's -
all right,” they all answered reassuringly. “It doesn’t matter whether you own a horse or what

kind of clothes you have. We like you just the way you are!” Rhonda, the Class Chairman, said

as she gave me a hug. Tammy and Jess offered to let me ride their horse sometime. ‘

It felt so-good to tell the truth and to learn that | had misjudged the girls as being arrogant.
| really did feel like smiling then, even before | happened to glance at the ground and discover
a bracelet that was covered by sand and almost hidden from view, right in the mlddfe of my

circle of new friends.
" Adapted from One Is Silver and the Other Is Gold (Chicken Soup for the Sout)

- 50

55 |
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Section E ~ Grammar Cloze

There are 10 blanks, numbered 29 fo 38, in the passage below. From the hst of words gwen
choose the most suitable word for each blank. Wite its letter (A to Q) in the blank. The letfers
(1) and (O) have been omitted to avoid confusion during marking. (10 marks)

EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE.

(A) a (D) are ©) have (K its (N) or
(B) among (E) between (H) in (L) nevertheless (P) that
(C) and (F) during () is (M) on . (Q) their

From mid-2023, shoppers at most supermarkets need to pay at least five cents for each
disposable carrier bag. Two-thirds of all supermarket outlets in Singapore, including NTUC
FairPrice and Cold Storage, are impaosing the charge (29) all materials of
disposable bags, including plasﬁc (30) ' paper. The carrier bag charge is
(31) ' several proposed amendments fo the Resource Sustainability Act. The aim
of the proposed changes (32) ____toreduce pa.g:kaging and food waste in Singapore.
(33) 2021, only 6 per cent of all pl_asftic \&aste was recycled in Singapore.

The carrier bag charge was first announced in early 2022. At present, the larger
supémarket -operators (34) lmpiose the charge report an annual turover of
more than $100 million and (35) better resourced to implement the |
requirements. (36) . smaller operators are encouraged to implement
(37) own bag charges too. According to the National Environment Agency (NEA)
and the Ministry af Sustafnability and the Environment (MSE), many such retaﬂe'r.s
(38) already done so. These include The Body Shop as well as Cheers and
FairPrice Xpress outlets, which started charging 10 cents for plastic bags per transaction in
2022.

Adapted from The Strails Times, 6 February 2023
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Section F — Editing for Speliing and Grammar

Each of the underlined words contains either a spelling or grammat!cai error. Write the correct
word in the relevant box. _ (12 marks)

, (39)

Hans Christian Andersen was a Danish author. Although a prohlecfeck writer of

(40) N -

plays, travelogues, novels and poems, he is best remembrance for his literary fairy tales.

Andersen's fairy tales, consisting of 156 stories across nine volumes, have been
(41) | (42)
translated gs more than 125 languages, They are readlfy accessing to children bw.‘

(43) (44)
present lessons of verchew and resiltence in the face of adverse for mature readers as

(45)

well. His most famous fairy tales including The Emperor's New Clathes and The Little
' (46)
Mermaid'. His stories have inspired ballets, plays, and ahneemayted and live-action films.

Hans Christian Andersen was born in Odense, Denmark on 2 April 1805. Andersen's

father, who had receivegd dn elementary school education, introduced his son to

(47)

literature, reads to him the 'Arabian Nights'. Andersen's mother, Anne Marie, was an

“8)| -

elitterate washerwoman. Andersen was sent to a local school for poor children where he
“9)| |

received a basic education and had to support himself, working as an aprantis to a tailor.

At 14, Andersen moved to Copenhagen to seek employment as an actor at the Royal

(59)
‘Danish Theatre. A cohfeeg at the theatre told Andersen that he considered him a poet.

Taking the suggestion seriously, Andersen began to focus on writing.

Adapted from hftps://fen.wikipedia.org/wikifHans_Christian_Andersen
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Section G — Comprehension Cloze : o -
Fill in each blank with a suitable word. R o (15 marks) -

Diners Whe fail to retum used irays and crockery at coffee shops, food courts and hawker
centres may face tougher action from the National Environment Agency (NEA) and Singapore

Food Agency (SFA) from 1 June. (51) S of merely being advised to clean -

up (52) themselves, first-time offenders will be given written wamings. ‘

Repeat offenders will {(563) the possibility of a fine or getting charged in court.

No one has been fined or charged ever (54} the agencies kicked
off efforts to curb table littering at hawker centres on 1 September 2021, and at coffee shops |

and food courts on 1 January 2022. However, as at 31 March, written wamings have been

(55) to two individuals who refused to (56) : the
advice of NEA officers. NEA said the strengthened enforcement measures are meant

to reinforce good (57) and deter diners who repeatedly fail to return

ﬁneir used trays and crockery. It said that the large (58) of diners at

hawker centres do return their used trays and crockery, and the stepped-up ‘enfc-)mement

(59) to ensure that the goad efforts of the diners who return their used
trays and crockery are not marred by the (60} .behavio'ur of the
minority.

The agency said that it was also looking to (61) stricter

enforcement against littering in general, with the deployment of remote surveillance cameras

(62) April onwards. Those who are prosecuted in court could be given

a fine and a Corrective Work Order (CWO). CWOs (63) ' recalcitrant
offenders to clean public areas for between three and 12 hou'rs. This serves to increase their

awareness of the (64) of littering, and gives them a (65)

of what cleaners go through. In 2022, the NEA issued around 21,200 tickets for littering. This

was a marked increase from 2021, when around 15,500 tickets were issued.

Adapted from The Strails Times, 18 April 2023
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" Section H — Synthesis f Transformation
For each of the questions 66 to 70, rewrite the gwen sentence(s) using the word(s) prov;ded.

Your answer must be in one sentence. The meaning of your senfence must be the same as.
the meaning of fhe given sentence(s). ‘ (10 marks}

66 Sue washed the clothes. She ironed the clothes too.

Not only

67 “My mother took me to the museum yesterday,” the boy said.

The boy said that

68 Roy fold his parents a lie. He admitted to it.

Roy admitted fo

69 If you look hard, you will spot the bird in the bushes.

unless

70 The football match was suddenly cancelled. If caught us by surprise.

" The sudden
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, 6
Section | - Open-Ended Comprehension | |
Read the passage on pages 10 and 11 of Booklet A and answer questions 71 to 80. S?aem;f.
71 From the first paragraph, explain clearly why the writer was upset after hearing '
her mother's “news”. [2m]

72 Why the writer did not fike starting at a new school during the school year

(a) (b)

' [2m]

73  The writer said that her first day at school was “tough” (line 7).

a) State one reason why the writer found the day tough. [1m]

b) How did the writer convirice herself that'she did not need to have friends at
school? [1m]

She told herself that she did not want

This is the property of Terasek Primary Schoof and no part of the paper can be reproduced without approval from the school.



74  From lines 18-27, pick out two separate phrases to show the writer's feelings
and explain why she felt that way. [4m] V ' '

 Four-word phrase that shows the Reason for the writer’s feeling
| writer felt confident
a) b}

Three-word phrase that shows the | Reason for the writer’s feeling
writer was regretful

o) 6]

78 Based on lines 28-47, state Wheﬁhfer each statement rn the table below is frue or
false, then give one reason why you think so. [3m]

 True/False Reason

'@} The writer thought
that her classmates
had been nice to her
because they had
noticed her bracelet.

b} The writer was
| certain that her
mother would not be
angry with her if she
found out that the
bracelet was
missing.

¢} Only the writer and
her classmates were
involved in the
search for the
bracelet.

Do not
witein.
this space;

This is the property of Temasek Primary Scheol and ne part of the paper can be reproduced without approval from the schogl.



8

76 Based on lines 36-40, how can you telf that Mrs Brennan was concemed about m‘?ﬁ

 the writer? [2m] . | s thlsspace

77 From lines 45-47, what made the writer think that someone might have found the
bracelet and decided to keep it? [1m]

78  Look at the table below. What do the words in the left column refer to in the
passage? Write your answers in the column on the right. [2m]

Word(s) from the passage | What the word(s}) refer(s) fo

a) the ones (line 12)

b) that (line 54)

79 . In lines 50-51, the writer thanked everyone around her and said that they were
“so nice”. Why did she say that? [1m]

80 How had the writer's opinion of the girls changed by the end of the story? [1m]

End of Paper
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Q71 | The writer was moving house again and she had only just made some friends.
Q72 (a) Everyone would have aiready made | It always took a while for the new |
friends by then. , students to be included.
Q73 | a) Nobody ate lunch with her.
b) She told herself that she did not want to be friends with them anyway as they
where all rich and arrogant.




Q74 || a) Held my head high | b) She believed that everyone was
| thinking about how pretty he looked with’
the bracelet.

¢) too late now d) She had told a lie about owning a horse.
Q75 || True She believed that her bracelet had impressed them.

False The writer feared the reaction of her mother.

False "All 300 students helped the writer to look for her bracelet.

Q76 | She asked the secretary to announce regarding the lost bracelet and she offered a
good citizen award to the student who found the bracelet.

Q77 | She felt that it was the most beautiful in the world.

Q78 || a) the writer’s best dress and shoes.

b) the lie about the writer owning a horse.

Q79 | They promised to help her look for the bracelet again the next day

Q80 | She learnt that she had misjudged the girls as being arrogant.
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